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LAFAYETTE DAY NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


CHARLES W. Exiot, Mass. 

MOoRFIELD STorEy, Mass. 
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JUDSON HARMON, Ohio 

Myron T. HerRIcK, Ohio 

HERBERT Hoover, Calif. 

Caspar F. Goopricu, Conn. 

GEORGE W. WIcKERSHAM, N. Y. 
GrorcE HAvEN Putnam, N. Y. 
WILLIAM D. Guturim, N. Y. 

JOSEPH H. CuoatTe, Jr., N. Y. 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT, JR., N. Y. 
CHARLES Stewart Davison, N. Y., Hon. Sec’y 
Maurice LEON, N. Y., Recording Sec’y 


*JosrEPH H. CHOATE 
*THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
*HENRY WATTERSON 
*CHARLES J. BONAPARTE 
*Deceased 


Organized August 1, 1915, to promote the observance 
throughout the United States of Lafayette Day, the dual 
anniversary on September 6th of the birth of Lafayette 
(1757) and of the Battle of the Marne (1914). 


Room 1008, 60 WALL STREET, NEW YORK 


June 26, 1924. 


American Numismatic Society, 


Broadway & 156th Street, 
New York, Ne Ye 


Gentlemen: 


LAFAYETTEH-MARNS DAY 


The ninth, successive, national observance of 
Lafayette's Birthday and the Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Marne will take place on September 6th. This day will always 
have a striking significance for the United States and for 
the whole world. We are plaming an unusually nation-wide 
observance of this day and we are already advised that import- 
ant celebrations are being arranged throughout the country. 


Our plans for 


the principal observance are in 


course of preparation and we should like to be assured of the 
co-operation of your organization. Will you be able to send 

a delegation to the ceremony in this city? We are writing you 
earlier this year to enable you to cammunicate with your members 
before they go on their vacations. 


In churches, s 


chools and public places tribute 


should be paid to the man who with Washington paved the way 
to liberty for our country when the American colonists were 
struggling for the Independence they have bequeathed us. 


We are enclosing a copy of the memorandwm for of- 
ficers of patriotic and civic societies sent to organizations 
throughout the country. We shall be glad to supply you with 


additional copies in case 
officers urging them to ai 
Marne Day. 


you should wish to send them to your 
d in local observances of Llafayette- 


~y ie, pa aa 


Honorary Secretary 


Pg! 


ecording Secrétary. 


=a? 


"MEMORANDUM FOR OFFICERS OF PATRIOTIC AND CIVIC SOCIETIES - 
NOT FOR PUBLICATION" 


The ninth, successive, national observance of Lafayette's 
Birthday and the Anniversary of the Battle of the Marne will 
take place on September 6th. The occasion is one of general 
interest for as was said by the late Theodore Roosevelt: "The 
name of Lafayette calls forever to our gratitude" and "France 
contributed to our liberty again when she stood as a bleeding 
bulwark for the freedom of the world." Nor can we be unmindful 
of the words of Andrew Jackson when, in his Presidential proc- 
lamation announcing to the Army the death of this last surviving 
Major-General of the Revolutionary War he said: "His memory 
will be second only to that of Washington in the hearts of the 
American people." 


Hach year since 1916 an orator chosen by our Committee has 
spoken at the principal exercises held under its auspices at 
City Hall, New York; the U. S. Military Academy, West Point; in 
1921 at Mount Vernon and last year at Governor's Island. The 
roster of these orators includes Robert Bacon, Henry Van Dyke, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Myron T. Herrick, Herbert Hoover, John H. 
Finley, General Pershing, and the Honorable George W. Wickersham. 


Presidents Harding and Coolidge commended nation-wide ob- 
servance of the double anniversaries through published statements 
and President Wilson attended the exercises held at Washington 
in 1918. Governors and Mayors throughout the country have issued 
proclamations each year reminding the people of the patriotic 
Significance of the Day. Exercises have been held in many 
cities. 


We venture to recommend that on this coming 6th of Septem- 
ber the municipalities with the co-operation of their local 
patriotic societies, see that with the Stars and Stripes the 
tri-color of France, which was designed by Lafayette, be hoisted 
on public buildings and generally displayed as a fitting tribute 
to the memory of the youngest Major-General of the Continental 
Army, of the foremost friend of America in her hour of need, 
thanks to whom France sent the armies and fleets without whose 
aid American Independence could not have been won. 
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(1757) and of the Battle of the Marne (1914). 
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*HENRY WATTERSON 
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Amer. Numismatic Soce, 
Broadway & 156th St., 
New York, N. Ye 


Gentlemen: 


The New York City observance of 
Lafayette-Marne Day, September 6th, will be held at 
Union Square under the Chairmanship of Elon Huntington 
Hooker, Esq. Will you kindly notify me as soon as 
possible how large a delegation your organization will 
send to this ceremony? As the anniversary falls on a 
Saturday this year the observance will be held at 10 
o'clock in the morning in order that the thirty or more 
patriotic and civic organizations who have signified 
their desire to be present, may have as large a repre- 
sentation of their members as possible. 


We are glad to bring to your 
attention President Coolidge's message in connection 
with this year's observance of Lafayette-Marne Day. 
If you would care to have additional copies of his 
letter for distribution to your members we shall be 
glad to send them to you upon your request, 


Enclosed find stamped envelope 
for your reply. 


Sincerely yours, 


hy ; 
Mea MMA < 


i Recording Secretary, 


The following statement has been received by the Lafayette Day National 
Committee from the President of the United States. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 


July 30, 1924. 


It is gratifying to learn, from your note just 
received, that this year’s celebration of Lafayette Day 
on September 6th promises to be nation-wide in 
character, and of a sort certain to promote the best of 
patriotic sentiments. The coincidence which brings 
the birthday of Lafayette on the same date as the an- 
niversary of the Battle of the Marne, gives the cele- 
bration a double appeal to Americans. The noble 
contribution of Lafayette to the cause of American 
liberty has been an example to the lovers of human 
freedom, not merely in France and America, but 
through the world ever since. His birthday is deserv- 
ing of celebration wherever men and women enjoy 
the privileges of democratic institutions. 


CALVIN COOLIDGE. 


August 20th, 1924 


Maurice Leon, Esqe 
Rm.1008, 60 Wall Street 
New York City 

Dear Sirs 

Responding to yours of the 18th, because 
so many ef our membere reside out of town, and alse 
because our New York membere are away during this 
season of the year, I regret that it will be impos- 
eible for us to send a delegation for the observance 
ef Lafayette-Marne Day on September Eth, to which 
you have so cord ial¥prinvith? pou _ 


Very truly youre, 


Secretary 


August 2ist, 1925 


Maurice Leon, Eeq. 
Rme1008, 60 Wall Street 
New York City 


Dear Sirs 
\, : 

Replying to your communication 
regarding the Celebration of Lafayette- 
Marne Day, because of the absence of many 
of our members from the City at this time, 
I regret to advise that our Society will 
be unable te, send a representative. 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary 
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*Deceased LAPAYETTEH-MARNE DAY, SEPTEMBER 6-7, 1925. 


The Lafayette Day National Committee issues its eleventh consecutive annual call 
for the observance on September €th of the anniversary of the birth of Lafayette 
(1757) and of the Battle of the Marne (1914), 


Last year President Coolidge was the principal speaker at the national exercises 
of the anniversary held in Baltimore. 


THIS YEAR THE SIXTH OF SEPTEMBER OCCURS ON A SUNDAY. THE FACT IS CALLED TO THE 
ATTENTION OF CHURCH AUTHORITIES THAT MEMORIAL SERVICES BE HELD AND SERMONS ON THAT 
DAY BE DEVOTED TO THE MEMORIES WHICH IT RECALLS. 


THE LAY AND MILITARY OBSERVANCE OF THE ANNIVERSARY WILL OCCUR ON MONDAY SEPTEM- 
BER 7TH AND COINCIDE WITH LABOR DAY. 


IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT CN THIS COMING 7TH OF SEPTEMBER THE MUNICIPALITIES WITH 
THE CO-OPERATION OF THEIR LOCAL PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES, SEE THAT WITH THE STARS AND 
STRIPES THE TRI-COLOR OF FRANCE, WHICH WAS DESIGNED BY LAFAYETTE, BE HOISTED ON PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS AND GENERALLY DISPLAYED AS A FITTING TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF THE YOUNGEST 
MAJOR-GENERAL OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY, OF THE FOREMOST FRIEND OF AMERICA IN HER HOUR 
OF NEED, THANKS TO WHOM FRANCE SENT THE ARMIES AND FLELZTS WITHOUT WHOSE AID AMERICAN 
INDEPENDENCE MIGHT NOT HAVE BEEN WON. 


Presidents Harding and Coolidge commended nation-wide observance of the double 
anniverseries through published statements and President Wilson attended the exercises 
held at Washington in 1918. Governors and Mayors throughout the country have issued 
proclamations and other public statements each year reminding the people of the pa- 
triotic significance of the Day. Exercises have been held in many cities. 


The lates Samuel Gompers was a staunch adherent of the observance of the double 
anniversary which he commended to Labor by annual statements published in the official 
organ Of the American Federation of Labor and in the Press. 


Among the founders of the movement for the observance of the double anniversary 
who are still alive are Dr. Charles W. Eliot. President Nmeritus of Harvard, Mr. Moor- 
field Storey, nationally known Boston lawyer, Honorable Judson Harmon, formerly gover- 
nor of Ohio, Honorable Myron T. Herrick, American Ambassador to France, Rear Admiral C, 
FF, Goodrich,U. S. N., Retired, former Attorney General George W. Wickersham, Major 
George Haven Putnam, Dean of the American Publishers, Charles Stewart Davison, Honorary 


Chairman of the American Defense Society, William D. Guthrie, President of the New York 
City Bar Association and Mauric: Leon of the New York law firm of Evarts, Choate, 

Sherman & Leon, The founders who have died are Joseph H. Choate, Theodore Roosevelt, 
Henry Watterson and Charles J. Bonaparte. Since its foundation the following new members 
have joined the Committee: Honorable Henry van Dyke, formerly United States Minister 

to the Netherlands, Honorable Herbert Hoover, Secretary of Commerce, Joseph H. Choate, 
Jr., and Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 


In 1918 Theodore Roosevelt was the principal speaker at the national exercises 
held in New York where he delivered one of his last notable addresses in which he 
brought home to the American people their duty to be ever prepared to do their share 
in the upholding of world peace. 


The observance of the anniversary has been steadily more general each year 
throughout the country. From the outset the observance has had the character of a 
joint tribute to Lafayette, of whom Andrew Jackson, President of the United States, 
said that "His memory will be second only to that of Washington in the hearts of the 
American people"; and to the defenders of freedom at the Marne in 1914. The anniversary 
received added significance from the deeds of the American Army at the Marne in 1918. 


It is the hope of the National Committee that the Diamond Jubilee celebration in 
California this year will include suitable observance of Lafayette-Marne Day on 
September 7th. For a number of years the anniversary has been observed throughout the 
public schools of San Francisco, as also, by exercises held in Los Angeles. 


In the East national exercises have heretofore been held at the City Hall in New 
York, at the U. S. Military Academy, West Point, at the home of Washington, Mt. Vernon, 
Virginia, or at Governor's Island in New York Harbor. A New York Committee has been in 
existence since 1916 which now numbers about 350 members, of which Franklin Q. Brown, 
head of the banking firm of Redmond & Company, is treasurer. 


The National Committee will be glad to answer any inquiries of those desirous 
of co-operating and to be advised of plans being made for the observance of the 


anniversary. 
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Organized August 1, 1915, to promote the observance through- 
out the United States of Lafayette Day, the dual anniversary on 
September 6th of the birth of Lafayette (1757) and of the Battle 
of the Marne (1914). 


Room 1008, 60 WALL STREET, NEW YORK 


LAPAYETTH-MARNE DAY 


MONDAY, September 7, 1925. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


The national exercises will be held at U.S. Military 
Academy, West Point, New York, at 10,30 A.M. City time. The 
chief guests of the Committee will include His Excellency Mr. 
Emile Daeschner, Ambassador of France to the United States, and 
Hon. Myron T. Herrick, American Ambassador to France. 


Kindly state on the return postal card whether you 
expect to attend and how many tickets of admission you desire. 
It is anticipated that as the double anniversary coincides with 
Labor Day, many will make the trip to West Point by motor. Those 
desiring to come by rail rom New York City should so state on 
the postal card in order that, if circumstances warrant, special 
arrangements may be made with the New York Central authorities 
for transportation, 


A subscription luncheon at the Sleepy Hollow Country 
Club, Scarborough, N. Y. at 1.15 P.M. city time, will follow the 
cermony. Kindly indicate reservations desired. 
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Sec. Nat'l Committee 
Chmn. New York Committee. 


